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After working with the resi-
dents of southwest Denver for 20
years in the Colorado General As-
sembly, Jeanne Faatz decided to
come to a more local level by run-
ning for Denver City Council for
District 2 in 2003.

“I knew that I would listen to
them and that I would follow
through,” Faatz said. 

An educator by training, Faatz
entered politics four years after the
Watergate scandal brought down
President Nixon.

“People were so disillusioned
with the representative form of
government,” she said. “I wanted
to restore faith.”

While in the legislature, Faatz
sponsored the bill creating Schools
of Choice, empowering parents to
choose the best school for their
children; she also sponsored legis-
lation creating rights for crime vic-
tims and consumer protection
laws.

“All of (the topics) really did
stem from problems people had
identified,” she said. “In every
case it was a way to empower the
citizens.”

This theme of empowerment
has followed her to council cham-
bers in Denver’s City and County
Building. Here, she wants to em-
power Denver citizens to make
their neighborhoods stable and
prosperous.

She also wants to keep the city
prosperous. A fiscal conservative,
Faatz chairs the Finance Commit-
tee and managed to balance the
city’s budget in her first year on the
job.

“I’ve tried to watch out for the
city,” she said.

And she practices what she
preaches. She moved her district
office to a lower rent location at
3100 S. Sheridan Blvd., she has
only one council aide and has
waived her rights to vacation and
sick pay, believing that Denver
taxpayers do not need to pay those
for her.

“I try to behave very responsi-
bly,” she said.

She also looks very carefully at
all proposed tax increases. She
wants to make sure the city has a
fair tax system that treats everyone
equally and that tax money is spent
wisely.

“I’ve fought proposed tax in-
creases that were ill advised,” she
said.

Faatz said she also focuses on
public safety issues and neighbor-
hood quality. She said she has
pushed for an increase in the num-
ber of police officers in the city
and for the purchase of fire equip-
ment to meet the city’s standards.
She also has pushed for increased
code enforcement to maintain
neighborhoods, and has stream-
lined the enforcement process.

“You have to attend to some of
these things that deteriorate neigh-
borhood quality early,” she said.

Faatz said she focuses on the
city meeting its basic obligations
— street maintenance, public
safety and infrastructure — before
asking for or voting to approve ad-
ditional programs.

“I want us to attend to our basic
services,” she said. “Then if there
is additional money, we can look at
enhancements.”

One of the basic services that
the city needed to focus more on in
recent months was snow removal,
she said.

“I think the city dropped the
ball (on city street plowing),” she
said. “I really felt that it was not

done efficiently.”
There should have been a for-

malized plan, she said, a priori-
tized list of what streets would be
plowed, in what order. Everyone in
the city government, including
Faatz, she said, should have been
working on lining up outside con-
tractors to handle the planning
long before the storms ever hit.

“There were a lot of lessons
learned,” she said. “You have to be
prepared.”

And, of course, the snow sitting
on the streets for so long made the
roads worse than they already
were, increasing the need to repair
roadways around the city, another
of those basic services Faatz wants
the city to focus on.

Currently, Faatz is encouraging
citizens to invest in the 2007 Mini-
Bonds, the third rounds of bonds
for the new Denver Justice Center.
Individual Colorado residents can
purchase these bonds for $500; the
15-year investments will grow to
be worth $1,000 by the time they
reach maturity.

Faatz said these bonds allow
those who want to invest in the city
do so and benefit from the interest;
they also encourage more savings
for individuals.

“It benefits the individual and
raises the money we need,” Faatz
said.

The mini-bonds will only be
available for purchase April 2
through April 6. For more infor-
mation, visit
www.denvergov.org/treasury or
call 311.

Faatz is a teacher by profession,
teaching in public schools before
becoming a college professor. She
taught at Metropolitan State Col-
lege and Regis University during
the 20 years she served in the state
legislature.

She has two grown daughters,
one living in Denver and one in
Colorado Springs, and five grand-
children all younger than age 5, in-
cluding a set of twins.

Faatz will run uncontested for
reelection in May’s municipal
election.
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